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Date: March 10, 2023 

Memorandum to: Directors of Education 
Secretary/Treasurers of School Authorities 

From: Nancy Naylor  
Deputy Minister of Education 

Subject Technological Education Graduation Requirement in 
Secondary Schools and Further Actions to Promote 
Skilled Trades 

 
  
The Ontario government recently announced new actions that will help ensure that 
students have early exposure and access to learning opportunities in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields, including in the skilled 
trades. 
  
On December 12, 2022, the Minister of Education announced that Ontario is continuing 
to modernize curriculum with a focus on STEM, including learning related to the skilled 
trades, through upcoming revisions to the Technological Education curriculum. As 
announced today, the ministry is introducing a new Ontario Secondary School Diploma 
(OSSD) graduation requirement for students to earn a Grade 9 or 10 Technological 
Education credit, starting with the cohort of students entering Grade 9 in September 
2024.  
  
Students will be required to earn at least one credit from the Grade 9 or 10 courses in 
the Technological Education curriculum, which covers a broad range of sectors, 
including construction, transportation, manufacturing, computer technology, and 
communication.  
  
A compulsory credit in Technological Education is intended to give students hands-on 
experience and early exposure to skilled trades and build on the learning in the recently 
revised elementary Science and Technology curriculum.  
  
This new graduation requirement builds upon other actions announced this week to 
accelerate students’ opportunities to enter the skilled trades, including:   

-       Beginning consultations with employers, unions, education stakeholders, trainers, 
parents, students and others to explore academic entry requirements for the 
skilled trades. 

• Exploring an accelerated Apprenticeship pathway for students. 
-       Revising the Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition for Mature Students 

policy to recognize up to 30 credits required to earn the Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma for individuals with a Certificate of Apprenticeship or equivalent. 
This policy will be revised this Spring for implementation in September 2023. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002810/ontario-preparing-students-for-jobs-of-the-future
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002797/ontario-helping-more-students-enter-the-skilled-trades-faster
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I look forward to sharing further information as it is available.  
  
Thank you for your partnership and commitment to preparing students for their future. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nancy Naylor             
Deputy Minister  

  

c:                Executive Director, Association des conseils scolaires des écoles publiques 
de l'Ontario (ACÉPO)  
Executive Director, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils scolaires 
catholiques (AFOCSC) 
Executive Director, Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association (OCSTA) 
Executive Director, Ontario Public School Boards' Association (OPSBA) 
Executive Director and Secretary-Treasurer, Association des gestionnaires 
de l’éducation franco-ontarienne (AGÉFO) 
Executive Director, Council of Ontario Directors of Education (CODE) 
Executive Director, Conseil ontarien des directions de l’éducation de langue 
française (CODELF) 
Executive Director and Secretary-Treasurer, Association des enseignantes et 
des enseignants franco-ontariens (AEFO) 
General Secretary, Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association (OECTA)  
General Secretary, Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation 

(OSSTF) 
Chair, Ontario Council of Educational Workers (OCEW) 
Chair, Education Workers’ Alliance of Ontario (EWAO) 
Co-ordinator, Canadian Union of Public Employees – Ontario (CUPE-ON) 
Executive Director, Association des directions et directions adjointes des 
écoles franco-ontariennes (ADFO) 
Executive Director, Catholic Principals' Council of Ontario (CPCO)  
Executive Director, Ontario Principals' Council (OPC) 

  
 


